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Community Scholars Collaborative for

Health Equity Solutions (CHES)

"Advancing Health Equity in an Environment of Hate
Violence and COVID's Web of Impact"

April 27,2021
10 a.m. —11:30a.m.

https://usc.zoom.us/j
/98214912729?pwd=
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Meeting ID: 982 1491 2729
Passcode: 532244

Sponsored by Community Scholars
Collaborative for Health Equity
Solutions (CHES).

Support for CHES is provided by a grant
from the the USC Research Collaboration
Fund offered through the USC Office
of Research (Baezconde-Garbanati,
Chi, Mayer, PIs).

For more info: lcaldera@usc.edu

Follow us: CHES_USC
Visit: www.ches.usc.edu
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Rod Lew, MPH

Rod is the Founder and Executive Director of
Asian Pacific Partners for Empowerment,
Advocacy and Leadership (APPEAL), a
national non-profit organization created in
1994 to advance health justice issues for
Asian Americans (AAs) and Native Hawaiians
and Pacific Islanders (NHPIs). Rod has over
30 years of experience in developing
national models on cross cultural leadership,
capacity building, community-based
research, strategic planning, health equity
and policy change on commercial tobacco.
food, active living and the opioids epidemic.
Rod has given hundreds of presentations in

38 states and territories and 10 countries and trained more than 1500 community
advocates from across the five major racial/ethnic groups and LGBTQs. Rod was a
contributing author to the Surgeon General’s Report on Tobacco Use among U.S.
Racial/Ethnic Minority Groups and the guest editor for several special issues on
commercial tobacco control and health equity. Rod provided testimony to the U.S.
Congressional Committee on Commerce, the U.S. Surgeon General and other national
policymakers on the impact of commercial tobacco issues. He has served on numerous
national health advisory committees and produced several health educational videos.

Rod was appointed by the Governor of California to serve on the Tobacco Education
and Research Oversight Committee (2000-2006). He has been active with the American
Public Health Association (APHA) serving as Chair of APHA’s Public Health Education
Health Promotion (PHEHP) Section and Chair of the Asian Pacific Islander Caucus. He
was the 2002 recipient of the Christopher Jenkins Cancer Control Award. In 2009, Rod
received the Lester Breslow Lifetime Achievement Award from the UCLA School of
Public Health. He received the Health Equity Award from APHA’s PHEHP Section in
2017 and the Andre G. Stanley Health Equity Award from the ATOD Section in 2019.
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